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     ASIAN FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S CONTENT

     26 to 29 May 2012, Singapore
1.
Asian Content for the World’s Children  
Over a billion children in Asia lack good resources, both for their education and entertainment. Those who have the means and the access, benefit from a wide selection of edutainment material available from the West. Asian material, even those available, is seldom promoted and is therefore left unexplored.  Developing and disseminating quality Asian content to children are paramount . That would make children aware of Asia’s unique environment and cultural values, promote understanding of, and love for, the literary and visual arts and lay the foundation for a good and all-round education.   

Asia is rich in culture and tradition; a heritage from which content could be developed. The Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC)  draws the attention of content creators and producers to this vast opportunity. AFCC  also showcases content already available, and promotes new materials that have been produced and published. This benefits writers, illustrators, parents, teachers, librarians, publishers, media specialists and children in Asia and in other parts of the world.
2.  AFCC 2011 Attendance:

AFCC 2011 attracted 608 participants from 23 countries in the 3 days festival, which comprised of 4 key conferences, 7 Tracks, 70 Sessions, 70 Speakers, 1 Children’s Literature Lecture and 2 literary awards. In addition, another 400 participants attended the free events held in conjunction with AFCC 2011
.
President Jose Ramos Horta President of Timor – Leste delivered the lecture and presented the Children`s Literary Awards.
	Item
	Number
	Countries

	Speakers & Moderators
	70
	Malaysia, Singapore, Timor-Leste, Indonesia, Philippines, , Thailand, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, India, Australia, New Zealand, Korea, United States, United Kingdom, Canada, China, Vietnam, Indonesia

	Conference Participants
	Total 608


	Singapore, Malaysia, Philippines, Hongkong, Brunei, India, Japan, Timor-Leste, Australia, USA, Canada, Thailand, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Cambodia, Taiwan, China




	Other Participants 

(book launches, exhibitions and meet author sessions)
	400
	 The public who participated in the different free events


 4. Advisory Board

Ms Claire Chiang, Senior Vice President of Banyan Tree Holdings (Singapore) is the Chairperson of the Board. 

Please see Appendix 1 for the full list of members in the Board. 

5. 
Vision, Mission & Objectives

a. Vision

To provide the World’s children with quality Asian content for education and entertainment.

b. 
Mission

To foster excellence in the creation, production and publication of children’s materials with Asian content in all formats and to facilitate their distribution and access, first in Asia and then to children worldwide.  

     c. 
Objectives
· Develop children’s materials with Asian content for information, education and entertainment.

· Promote publishing of Asian children’s content in all formats.

· Provide children in Asia and the world with ready and easy access to Asian content.

6. 
AFCC 2012 Programme 
. AFCC 2012 will be held from 26th to 29th May. The outline of the programme is as follows 
a. 26  May 2012

· Asian Primary and Preschool Teachers Congress (PSTC)

b. 
27 May 2012

· Asian Children’s Publishers Symposium (ACPS)

c. 
28 May 2012

· Asian Children’s Writers and Illustrators Conference (ACWIC)

d. 29 May 2012

· Asian Children’s Media Summit
e. 26-29 May 2012

· Asian Children’s Media Mart (free event)

· Book Illustrators Gallery ( free event)
Please see Appendix 2 for the AFCC programme structure. 

7.
Target Audience

The entire community of children’s content creators in all formats, i.e. aggregators, disseminators, retailers and consumers etc. 

· Writers, illustrators, digital artists, producers and designers of children's content, including comics, books, e-books, graphic novels, videos, films and educational games 

· Librarians and institutional buyers

· Publishers and broadcast media executives

· Educators, primary and preschool teachers 

· Literary agents, translators 

· Media distributors and vendors

· Multimedia professionals 

· Parents 

· Vendors of educational products and services

8.
Conclusion

The AFCC, built on ten years of experience of organising programmes for the Children’s writers and illustrators has been a very successful event.. Participants were convinced that AFCC provides a unique opportunity for professionals involved in developing Asian content for children to reflect on how these materials could be efficiently produced, distributed and used effectively  to provide quality education and stimulating entertainment for the young.  AFCC 2012 will continue to build on this strong foundation and provide stimulating leaning experience and networking opportunities for professionals involved in the production, distribution, promotion and the effective use of quality  Asian Content.

R. Ramachandran 

Festival Director

Appendix 1 - AFCC Advisory Board

Chairperson

Ms Claire Chiang, Senior Vice President of Banyan Tree Holdings (Singapore) 

Members

· Ms Rina Lopez-Bautista, President/Executive Director of Knowledge Channel (Philippines) 

· Mr Vu Ngoc Binh, National Coordinator of CEDAW Southeast Asia Programme for United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) in Vietnam

· Mr Nury Vittachi, Author and Columnist (Hong Kong)

· Dr Ken Spillman, Author (Australia)

· Shirley Geok-Lin Lim, Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara  (USA)

· Dr Murti Bunanta, President of the Society for the Advancement of Children’s Literature (Indonesia)
· Mr Saumya Gupta, Director, Afro-Asian Book Council (India)

· Ms Sing-ju Chang, Chief Executive Director, Hsin Yi Foundation (Chinese Taiwan)

· Dr Khunying Kasama Varavarn, Secretary-General, Office of Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education (Thailand)

· Mr Ashok Nath, Chairman of OIC Events (Philippines)

· Dr U Thaw Kaung, Chairman, Myanmar Book Centre, and Vice Chairman, National Literary Awards Selection Committee (Myanmar)

· Ms Maggie Tan, Senior Vice President, Scholastic India & South East Asia, and Chief Financial Officer, Scholastic Asia (Malaysia)

· Ms Misako Ohnuki, Director of Culture Division, Asia / Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU) (Japan)

· Mr Ilyas Khan, Publisher and CEO, Asia Literary Review (United Kingdom)
· Ms Nellie Dato Paduka Haji Sunny, President, Brunei Darussalam Library Association (Brunei)
· Mr R Ramachandran, Executive Director, National Book Development Council (Singapore)

 Appendix 2 – AFCC Programme Structure
                                                             26 to 29 May 2012
	Sat, 26 May
	Sun, 27 May
	Mon, 28 May 
	Mon,29 May

	Asian Primary & Preschool Teachers Congress


	Asian Children’s Publishers 

Symposium 


	Asian Children’s Writers and Illustrators Conference (ACWIC)
	Asian Children’s Media Summit



	Special programmes, master classes and workshops on a variety of specialised topics

	Asian Children’s Media Mart (ACM)

	Book Illustrators Gallery (BIG)


                                                                                   Organisers:
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Supporters:

( National Arts Council ( Tote Board ( Singapore Exhibition & Convention Bureau ( Media Development Authority ( National Library Board ( Ministry of Education ( Scholastic ( Singapore Tourism Board ( UNESCO ( MPH ( Banyan Tree Holdings ( Association for Early Childhood Educators (Singapore) ( Wheelock College ( Seed Institute ( The Society for Reading & Literacy ( Associations of Comic Artists ( Library Association of Singapore ( Singapore Book Publishers Association ( Embassy Of The United States Of America ( The Little Arts Academy ( Asia Literary Review ( Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians ( The Society of Publishers in Asia ( Siyahi ( National Book Development Board of Philippines ( Asia-Pacific Writing Partnership ( International Federation of Library Associations ( Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators  ( PaperTigers ( Institute of Asia and Asian Diasporas (Binghamton University – USA) ( Brunei Darussalam Library Association ( New Zealand Book Council ( Arts Council, New Zealand ( Marshall Cavendish Education ( Pansing ( National Art Gallery, Singapore ( Ngee Ann Polytechnic ( National Book Development Board ( International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions ( Defining Reality ( China International Animation Copyright Fair ( Sapphire Studios  
National Book Development Council of Singapore
 www.bookcouncil.sg
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