NAN CHAUNCY AWARD 2010

CITATION 

The recipient of the 2010 Nan Chauncy Award for an outstanding contribution to children’s literature in Australia is Lesley Reece. 

Lesley Reece is the Founding Director (1992) and Current Chair of the Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre (FCLC).  Her vision conceived and established this educational facility to showcase, to students and adults, children’s literature, especially from Australia, and the craft of writing and illustrating. To achieve this, Lesley initially raised over one million dollars. Her continued ability to win grants and donations has ensured the success and expansion of the Centre.

For students, the FCLC provides opportunities to broaden their experience of the creative process, through direct interaction with authors and illustrators and their works. Students in isolated areas are served by the FCLC’s Rural Residence Program, in which literature workshops are transformed into travelling exhibitions. This program is being extended to overseas students as Lesley’s international reputation grows.

She is a strong advocate of using picture books with secondary students. They are guided through detailed textual analysis and discussions of the illustrator’s possible interpretations before seeing the final artwork and an analysis of that interpretation. 

Lesley instigated the Youth Literature Day Program to give opportunities for talented writers in years 9-12 to attend annual whole day creative writing workshops with a successful Young Adult author. In 2007 this program was extended into regional Western Australia. In 2010 the program will include middle school students.

For authors and illustrators, Lesley has provided opportunities through the FCLC’s Residence Program: they run workshops for students and teachers, attend FCLC Open Days and continue to work on their own new works or collaborate with other creators. Many creators, not only Western Australians, return for repeat visits.

Lesley is a founding and current board member of the Australian Children’s Literature Alliance. She has been a judge for the Western Australia Premier’s Book Award and on the WA Curriculum Council. She is in great demand as a speaker at conferences and literary festivals. 

Lesley’s passion and advocacy for Australian children’s authors and illustrators is exceptional. She is hardworking, dynamic and determined in her support and promotion of children’s literature, making all who visit the FCLC feel valued and important.
Lesley Reece is a worthy recipient of the 2010 Nan Chancy Award. 

