Minister for the Arts, Virginia Judge, has expressed her sorrow at news of the death of the distinguished Australian writer, Patricia Wrightson OBE.

Ms Wrightson had been the only living Australian to have a NSW Premier’s literary award named after her, the $30,000 Patricia Wrightson Prize. This is offered annually for a work of fiction, non-fiction or poetry written for children up to secondary school level.... See more

“Ms Wrightson was one of our most celebrated authors who not only received an OBE in 1977 but in 1986 the children’s literature equivalent to the Nobel Prize, the international Hans Christian Andersen Medal,” Ms Judge said.

“She was one of our greatest writers and we can only marvel at her immense contribution to the body of world literature.

“In particular, she helped lend an Australian flavour to children’s literature, which for much of our history had come directly from England.

“She was also one of the earliest authors to write compellingly of Aboriginal connection to the land, helping to bring this issue before generations of young Australians.

“Her books were translated into at least 16 languages,” Ms Judge said.




