Barbara Braxton’s Book Week Ideas 2010
I'm not in a school any more so my imagination can no longer go so wild, but I have been thinking about the concept of a bridge as a connection between two points, and therefore wondering about who, what and how stories connect. It is so much more than the child connecting with their imagination. Watching Oprah during the week where she interviewed Queen Rania of Jordan
about her book The  Sandwich Swap and how it connected cultures; thinking about how Three Cups of Tea connected me with Afghanistan; sharing a must-read title with my daughter makes our bond stronger; reading a particular author connects me with different perspectives; buying a book for a housebound friend helps her connect with the outside world; and I haven't even started on how Miss 4-today and I connect through bedtime stories.

So maybe the students could make individual posters that have a self-portrait or photo in the centre, and from that paper arched like a bridge connects to a book and from that another arch connects to a person, an idea, a country, whatever to show that concept of connection.

Another 'connecting' idea might be to examine cultures whose traditions are passed on orally and how story-telling would be a common connector within and amongst all cultures:  Opportunity for exploiting the curriculum and collaborative planning and teaching there.

Other students might like to investigate the global connections of stories - why do so many cultures have a version of Cinderella, for instance?

There is also the concept of the Book Awards themselves - how do the Short Lists and the winners connect us with stories, authors and illustrators we might not otherwise have read?

How do the new innovations in technology connect us with stories - and take it beyond Kindle et al to online booksellers which offer us access we haven't had; lists like this which share recommendations; the purpose of a review and the potential to reach so many more. How many people felt a connection with Jessica Watson as they read her story through her blog?

What about phenomena like Harry Potter and Twilight that have created global connections - even I know what Team Edward and Team Jacob mean, and Quidditch is acceptable in our Scrabble games now.  What boundaries are broken because of the connections made?

There is also the concept used widely in the US, particularly, of one school-one read, and even one-community, one-read where everyone reads the same book.  Schools report very positive bonding results from these activities.
Why not screen an image of the bridge and the garden - there are hundreds available on Flickr cos I searched through them all to interpret into a quilt for a sick friend last year and have the kids use it as a background to their own story. In some photos there are actually a couple of abandoned old dinghies http://www.flickr.com/photos/45487102@N04/4205296891/ that just
scream out for speculation about who was in them or where you might drift if you popped in.  So they are going across the bridge and into a story...

And of course there is always the fun in stirring the imagination about why this is one of the most photographed bridges in the world.

Or you could use any bridge as a starting point for a story - If this bridge could tell a story, what would it be?  

Or get photos of some of the world's famous bridges like the Golden Gate and have them tell their story from the bridge's perspective.  That will stretch your top kids but also appeal for those who prefer writing non-fiction. Imagine how the bridge felt when it buckled and swayed in the earthquake. Maybe your littlies could retell the story of The Three Billy Goats Gruff from the bridge's perspective.  What would it be like to have a troll take up residence?
I have always had this image of children going across the story bridge and discovering something about stories, something in the way of climbing the Faraway Tree led the children to adventures.  So I have this vision of the students creating a class wall display of them walking across a wooden bridge which has a number of paths on the other side that they could follow. Each path would lead to learning about an essential element of a story.


Examples might be

 1.    We walked across the story bridge and we discovered ... settings. Jackie French once told my class that a reader needs to be able to smell, hear even taste the setting as well as seeing it.  So identify some books, like the beginning of the first Harry Potter, that have great settings and
examine the techniques the author has used to develop such a great visualisation.  If you were a director of a film version of this story, what music, sound and lighting effects would you use to enhance this setting? Have the students select a common place, such as the beach, and encourage
them to bring it alive.

2.    We walked across the story bridge and we discovered ... characters. Jackie also told the kids that unless you care about the characters in a story and what happens to them, then you are unlikely to want to finish the book.  So have them examine their favourite character to determine why it is a favourite.  Questions they might consider include:

*   Are the characters credible? 

*   Can you picture them in your mind? 

*   Do they have a real personality? 

*   If they are human, do they make mistakes like real people? 

*   Can you form a bond with them? 

*   Do you care about what happens to them in the end? 

*   Are the relationships between them realistic? 

*   Are the things they do in keeping with their personalities? 

*   Do you feel like you are part of the adventure? 

*   Is the dialogue realistic and natural and appropriate to the character? 

*   Can you hear them talking? 

*   Do you feel like an eavesdropper on their conversations? 

*   If they were real, would they be the sort of people you would like to have as friends? Why? 

Have them become the character answering question in a 'hot seat' scenario; describing their thoughts and feelings in a 'freeze frame' situation; tracking their relationships with the other characters through the story and so on.

3.    We walked across the story bridge and we discovered ... imagery.  This is quite complex but a couple of suggestions would be to examine description by sharing descriptions such as Dahl's description of the BFG or Tolkien's hobbit.  Have the students imagine they are submitting their illustration to be considered by the publisher for becoming the illustrator for the finalpublication.  Another suggestion is to look at the figurative language and explore language structures such as metaphors and similes, or whatever it appropriate for the age group,  Build a wall of suggestions from either the students or the stories they read.

4.    We walked across the story bridge and we discovered ... genre. Explore the different genres and have students read something they haven't read before. What are the essential elements for each?

5.    We walked across the story bridge and we discovered ... authors.  Have the students choose an author they have not read and create presentations that focus on advertising the author and their stories to their peers.

6.    We walked across the story bridge and we discovered ... ways of telling.  Examine the different ways a story can be told - through poetry, plays, animations, games, movies, song and so forth.  Use a simple story (I've used beginning readers from a reading scheme) and have the students  choose a new way to tell the same story.

I'm sure these will spark something in your imagination so that you can
develop them further.

