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The Honourable Ms Julia Gillard


Deputy Prime Minister


PO Box 6022


House of Representatives


Parliament House


CANBERRA ACT 2600





19 May 2009





Dear Ms Gillard,





Congratulations on the Government’s recent decision as part of the ‘Primary Schools for the 21st century’ scheme to provide financial provision for the establishment and refurbishment of primary school libraries. It is now of prime importance to stress the staffing of these libraries with trained personnel. 





As yet, no such assurance of staffing has been given by the Government. Yet with teacher-librarian numbers dwindling, we believe that school library staffing is indeed an issue for public debate. Throughout Australia, the number of trained teacher-librarians in school libraries is diminishing to critical levels for several reasons such as the restructuring of schools (including the devolution of decision-making from central offices to principals), the absence of a government policy spotlight on reading as an agent for social change, lack of funding for professional retraining and the ageing of the teacher-librarian profession.





Over sixty studies in the U.S., Canada, Australia and the U.K. have provided strong evidence that well-resourced school libraries with professionally trained teacher-librarians are a key predictor of student academic achievement. To ensure that teachers are able to deliver a quality curriculum and that students develop the skills which will enable them to function independently in the 21st century, there needs to be a qualified teacher-librarian in every primary and secondary school in Australia.





Teacher-librarians: 


provide leadership in curriculum development and delivery;


as the literature specialist, implement and promote reading programs throughout the school as well as individual free voluntary reading; 


develop a print and online resource collection that meets the needs of staff, students and the curriculum; 


teach information literacy skills in collaboration with classroom teachers so students can manage the information world with confidence and competence; 


fulfil the many other responsibilities of the qualified teacher-librarian. (See National Standards for Excellence in Teacher-librarianship:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.asla.org.au/policy/standards.htm" \t "browserView" �http://www.asla.org.au/policy/standards.htm�)�


The future of Australia lies in our commitment to build a smarter next generation. Yet recent statistics show that Australia’s literacy rating is falling in comparison to other western nations. Teacher-librarians play an integral role in educating today’s youth through reading and literacy promotion. This role is far too important to lose.  





Yours sincerely








Marj Kirkland


National President, The Children’s Book Council of Australia


Australian Children’s Literature Alliance Board Member


Teacher-librarian, Aquinas College, Southport





"Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is cheap compared to that of an ignorant nation." Walter Cronkite









































